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THE DISCOVERY THE NEST AND EGGS THE GRAY-CROWNED 
LEUCOSTICTE 


MILTON RAY 


WITH TWELVE PHOTOS BY OLUF J. HEINEMANN 


FTER baffling scores searching during the long period since 
the bird was first described Swainson 1831, the nest and eggs 
the Gray-crowned Leucosticte (Leucosticte tephrocotis have 

last been brought light. place discovery Pyramid Peak, lofty 
mountain the great Sierran chain, the eastern portion Eldorado County, 
California. And now, nest having last been found, the reason why the small 
army collectors have searcht vain becomes more apparent, the nests being 
either invisible inaccessible, probably rule both. 

had reacht Bijou Lake Tahoe the 20th May, 1910. was not 
until after Mr. Henry Carriger joined the third June, however, that 
the trip Pyramid Peak, quest those eggs which have hitherto seemed 
almost impossible secure those the Roc some fabled Halcyon, was 
definitly determined upon. the matter proper date for eggs, had, 
course, but little guide us. Chester Barlow, who dout based his calculations 
upon the dissection birds shot, has stated that was the opinion that the 
birds begin bild around the first June. From this figured that the peak 
was reacht the tenth would ample time for eggs, should nest 
located. 

Having previously ascended Pyramid Peak, however, July and 
having spent some hours searching for the homes those finches cloudland, the 
prospects did not seem very promising. addition, too, was the long list 
unsuccessful attempts, and particularly those recent times this very locality, 
such experienced men Chester Barlow, Atkinson, Willard, and 
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especially Price, who has spent season after season the region, and Dr. 
Sterling Bunnell? who made such extended tho fruitless search. Nor was this 
all; for was furthermore aware the difficulties which were liable 
encounter ascending Pyramid early the tenth June; for the attempt 
made this date 19033, when were forced back not only almost im- 
passable snow-drifts but drenching rain-storms, while snow fell the peak just 
above us, was still vivid memory. Chester Barlow one the few 
ascend Pyramid early June tenth; the majority those who climb the peak 
seldom until late July August when the ascent becomes comparatively easy. 
Carriger, however, unacquainted yet with the Leucostictes their alpine habi- 
tat was far more sanguine and could see reason why careful search might not 
rewarded. for the hardships and danger, these were laught at, and the trip 
became realty. 

five o’clock, the 
morning June left 
Bijou, Mr. Wilton Young 
driving eight miles thru 
Lake Valley the foot 
the summit the Placer- 
ville Lake Tahoe Stage 
Road and thus enabled 
reach the Forni Meadow 
the base the peak 
nightfall. carried 
provisions for week, 
blankets, and usual 
collecting paraphernalia, 
advanced but slowly. 
The summit the stage 
road, altitude 7600 feet, 
was made 8:30 
and from here our progress 
became still 
Carriger, meeting for the 


Fig. 44. DEPARTURE FROM BIJOU MOTOR-BOAT; first time such rare species 
DUTTKE IN FOREGROUND as the Sierra Grouse, Sierra 
Hermit Thrush and Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet, their summer home, made wide detours from the road that 
were times decidedly retrograde, and for while seemed the prospective 
nests the Leucosticte would remain undisturbed until some future season. But 
now, the northwest above the tall pines and firs that walled the summit meadow, 
rose the ever-present Pyramid, towering above all its neighbors, and, splasht with 
snow, presented picture wild and rugged mountain beauty unequaled the 
region. Pyramid, the peak peaks, was luring us, and continued our way. 
Phillips’ Station, 6900 feet elevation, was past ten o’clock, and from here the road 
all down grade Echo, 5700 feet elevation, where, arriving 12:17, halted 
for lunch. 
The usual route from Echo the Forni Meadow the Georgetown Junc- 
tion Road, but insted took mountain trail which tho very steep 


2 Notes by Dr. Bunnell, appended to this article. 
3 Auk, Vol. xxii, p. 364. 
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ably shorter. The day was intensely warm and the trail, which winds for num- 
ber miles almost perpendicular cliff, over rocks and boulders and thru 
dense thickets brush, possesses scarcely single shade-tree and not single brook 
for relief the tired tramper. soon reacht the edge the Pyramid 
Peak plateau, however, all the beauty Sierran woodland was spred out before us. 
Beneath the great trees, shaded from the sun, lay cooling beds snow, while 
pellucid streams snow-water, crystal lakes and verdant, but very boggy, meadows 
were encountered all directions. Here, the summit the stage road, 
found bird life abundant, and the occurrence such rarities the Sierra Crossbill, 
Sierra Sapsucker, Williamson Sapsucker, and California Pine Grosbeak, for 
second time made the abandonment the journey the peak seem more than 
probable. five o’clock arrived the Forni Meadow and encampt 
night. The following morning the weather conditions being very favorable 
decided upon the ascent 
and left camp little after 
daybreak. 8,500 feet 
elevation consumed con 
siderable time endevoring, 
tho ineffectually, reach 
the nest Audubon 
Warbler Dendroica audu- 
placed the very 
bough-end giant fir; 
while Carriger alti- 
tude 8750 feet retaliated 
spending over hour, 
climbing to, and excavat- 
ing, the dwelling cavity 
which, situat- 
tree trunk was found 
contain five eggs well 
advanced state incuba- 
tion. ascending high- 
er, birds grew fewer; Red- 45. HEINEMANN GETTING BREAKFAST NEAR LAKE 
shafted Flickers LUCILE; RAY STUDYING MAP THE ROUTE 
cafer collaris), Mountain 
Chickadees and California Pine Grosbeaks 
still met with; but above 9250 feet naught remained but the noisy Clarke 
Nutcracker columbiana), cawing from among the dreary wind-blown 
hemlocks and dwarf pines that mark the limit timber. Above us, upspearing 
into the clouds, still towered Pyramid Peak, the home the Leucosticte. this 
was early summer the broad fields snow were traverst without much difficulty 
and were soon clambering over the gigantic mass huge granit boulders, 
which, piled chaotic confusion, extend the apex. This reacht m.; 
but the birds were search not single individual had far been seen. 
Now, from the summit, however, notist some half-dozen Leucostictes flying 
among the rocks and the snow-drifts below, the north and northeast side 
the peak. Desiring see more birds could not brought view started 
several boulders down the mountain side and discharged one our firearms 
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number ‘This method proved successful; for the uproar brought forth the 
largest gathering Leucostictes had ever seen, conservative estimate being 
twenty birds. And now, altho had previously cautioned him the danger, 
Carriger his enthusiasm hurried down where the flock was assembled and 
doing pickt out trecherous route which led where sheer wall drops some 
2,000 feet. For instant lost his footing among the loose boulders and nar- 
rowly escaped being dasht over the precipises. But this narrow escape was 
soon forgotten when reacht the ledge the edge the chasm; for never before 
was enjoyed such intimacy with perhaps the rarest all our breeding birds. 
costictes were flying above and around all sides, uttering continuously that 
melodious twitter which somewhat like the notes Mountain Bluebird but 
higher pitcht and more prolonged. observed that some the birds had 
peculiar manner ascending some hight, hovering for moment and then 
abruptly dropping several feet with outspred wings. Our attention, however, was 
soon riveted two individuals who, feigning broken wing, fluttered and hobbled 
over the nearby rocks most distressing fashion, and the meaning which even 
the veriest novis bird-craft could not well mistake. These two were closely 
watcht, and tense were with excitement that the cold rain which now began 
falling, for time was almost unnotist. the disappearance the birds among 
adjacent rocks hurriedly followed and made most careful examination every 
nook and crevis the vicinity; but these our disappointment failed show any 
trace nest. Above us, across the chasm, saw bird fly cavity beneath 
the rocks, and Carriger was soon pursuit, while remained the ledge aid 
him finding the exact spot; but before the search revealed nothing. 

The excitement the uproar had caused the colony had now subsided and 
life among the Leucostictes, here the top the world, settled down again 
normal conditions. The birds, unaccustomed the presence man, seemed but 
little concerned over our proximity. 

The Rosy Finch, some would prefer call the Leucosticte, ever active 
either foot wing, among the rocks, along the cliffs while feeding 
stranded insects upon the snow. Endowed nature combat the fierce gales 
which prevail almost continually these high altitudes, this bird possesses great 
power its broad stretch wing. The flight rapid, long, graceful, sweeping 
curves, and the birds mount hundreds feet even against the strong head winds 
without much apparent effort. From the edge the chasm notist number 
birds fly crevises the sheer walls granit the west side Pyramid; but 
would have been utterly impossible follow them contented ourselves 
with watching those more accessible situations. 

The males are certainly beautiful examples bird life, their brilliant color- 
ing rich chestnut brown, streaked the back with dusky and edged the wing- 
and tail-coverts with light scarlet. The forehead and fore part the crown 
black, while the balance the crown consists broad conspicuous patch 
gray. Much this gay plumage lacking the females, however, who are much 
paler and duller colored. size the bird about equal the Mountain Bluebird 
which also resembles somewhat flight, altho much swifter the wing 
than Sialia. grace bild, the Leucosticte according idea has few equals; 
the form its finely shaped head and graceful neck, often lost the prepara- 
tion skins, can seen advantage the accompanying profile-photograph. 

Along the ledge number places there were patches the little dwarf 
pine, which, traveling over the rocks but few feet high, resembles 
brush more than tree; and among these, Rosy Finches were observed quite often. 
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Barlow has stated that the birds feed the seeds this conifer; but this in- 
stance appeared they were picking off lady-bugs which happened 
especially numerous the branches. also notist several occasions two 
the brilliantly colored males suing for the affections some undecided female, and 
from this began fear that our trip had perhaps been made too early date. 
After two and half hours continuous field work came the conclusion that 
any rate were not, our present methods, making satisfactory progress, and 
holding conference decided collect specimen for the purpose 
dissection. Carriger took aim bird nearby snow-patch, but mist, scatter- 
ing the snow about all directions; and when, few moments later, this 
some other individual lit rock close by, Carriger was joyfully amazed note 
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46. PYRAMID PEAK, FROM POINT NEAR TRAIL FOUR MILES FROM PHILLIPS’ 


STATION AND AT AN ELEVATION OF 7750 FEET 


that its bill was filled with grass stems. seeing the bird disappear among the 
rocks and then reappear with empty bill, rusht the spot, but failed find 
the hoped-for nest. And now was only the very slenderest thred chance that 
the nest was found laying one eye upon the flat sur- 
face large rock that portion almost completed nest could just dis- 
cerned the semi-darkness beneath the boulders. Wild with excitement over the 
discovery, hastily called the spot; and hid adjacent boulders jointly 
watcht the bird, female, return from the edge the timber-line far below, with 
more material for the nest, intent her purpose that she seemed oblivious 
our presence, alighting but two feet from us. For second time saw her swing 
off whirlwind flight down the base the peak and with equally rapid 
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flight against the head-wind return, the male accompanying her both times and 
perching nearby rocks while she placed the material. 

felt, however, that was too great risk continue our investigations 
the vicinity the nest, the birds might it; rounded the peak 
the east side where careful watching found three pairs engaged nest-bild- 
ing. One pair Carriger and observed together, and pair each singly; but 
every case the birds descended such depths that all trace them was lost. 
Sometimes they entered openings and crevises but few feet away, carrying mate- 
rial, and would soon emerge again with empty bill; but search would, 
far could reach see were unable locate another nest, altho every 
movable boulder was dislodged. Other birds, again, were very wary, disappearing 
beneath the rocks with material and coming twenty feet distant still car- 
rying itin the beak. was only after series such decoy-trips these, 
the passages beneath the rock, that the elusive birds finally placed the material and 
flew away for more, leaving completely bewildered the location the nest. 

every instance, was the female who was engaged the nest bilding, she 
was always accompanied her twittering mate who remained some nearby 
rock hovered the air while she disappeared between the rocks. One bird, 
protegé Carriger’s, went down thru the boulders and, altho waited near the 
spot long time, did not appear again. half-past three found broken fresh 
bird had previously gone with nest material. finding this felt almost sure 
there were some nests the peak containing eggs and redoubled our efforts 
flush sitting birds; but the longer workt the more began realize that the 
nest found was placed exceptionally favorable location and that the chances 
finding another similarly placed were excedingly remote. 

five o’clock the strong southwest wind, which had begun blowing three, 
now became riotous that were forced leave. Before going, however, 
was definitly agreed that was return the 19th June and revisit the nest 
found. With this object view spent considerable time various 
prominent rocks line from the nest down the side the peak the nearest 
timber. The process consists piling three rocks upon one another 
and the common landmark used along all the mountain trails. preclude the 
possibility missing the location, the third from the nest blue cord 
was tied around large boulder, while the last arrow pointed strait the 
nest-cavity; and addition this, accurate map the location was drawn. 
While all this precaution may seem unnecessary one must consider that the entire 
peak one mass boulders and that particular spots would almost impossible 
remember. fact were surprized the remarkable memory possest the 
bilding birds who journeyed half mile more away and came back the exact 
spot without hesitation; and when they did not so, was purposely. 

Returning, made camp dusk and after reviewing our experience long into 
the night, came the conclusion that, while had day even two 
spare, further trips the peak would simply fruitless search. 
thing now, felt, depended the nest found, and upon the successful re- 
turn it. 

The following morning was spent about Forni’s, and half-past one 
started Desolation Valley for Lake the Woods. This picturesque lake 
unrivaled beauty reacht six o’clock, after negotiating series precipitous 
cliffs and snow drifts, and fording number icy torrents. the next day, 
after some field work about the lake the early and frosty morning hours, 
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trampt over steep snow-covered range Phillips’ Station where arrived 
half past one the afternoon. remained here until the 14th June, when 
returned Bijou, from where Carriger the 15th started back 
San Francisco. 

After the departure Carriger the weather, which ever uncertain these 


Fig. FEATURE MOUNTAIN-CLIMBING ENCOUNTERED: 
SNOW-DRIFT TRAVERST; READING UP, 
HEINEMANN, DUTTKE, RAY 


altitudes, became decidedly uncertain for return journey. Snow had now fallen 
twice the peak since left, and rain the lower range, while the after- 
noon June southwest wind began blowing: wind Lake 
Tahoe ment whistling gale Pyramid. Mr. Oluf Heinemann, who was 
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accompany the trip and whose arrival was now anxiously awaiting, had 
failed yet send any definit word, and the time was growing short the 
outlook the evening June was not very promising. 

the eleventh hour, however, Heinemann came, arriving the afternoon 
June accompanied Mr. Richard Duttke, 
without some previous training, shoulder heavy pack and tramp over sixty 
miles the roughest type mountain country means task, 
Heinemann and Duttke, realizing the rarity the specimens stake, agreed 
start without delay. ‘The rest the afternoon and some next morning 
was taken overhauling and arranging our outfit. had been notified 
before leaving the city, the needs the trip and came provided with generous 
supply film packs, 26-foot coil rubber tubing, flash-lights and other photo- 
graphic equipment. Duttke, appointed commissary-in-chief, busied himself laying 
out stock provisions that would have almost done for journey the 

pole. This materially re- 
Heinemann 
and from previous experi- 
ence, drew the line pack 
weighing over pounds. 
save time the trip the 
peak was )aid Glen A)pine 
Gorge, tho some- 
what shorter route than 
Phillips’ Station, Echo and 
the Forni Meadow. the 
kindness Mr.Charles Young 
were taken far Tallac 
motor-boat, which saved 
seven miles over sandy roads. 
was about eleven when 
filed out Tallac; and the 
pack, head winds and hilly 
road made traveling slow and 
laborious. every lake 
past, myriad white-capt waves 
Fig. 48. RAY SEARCHING FOR NESTS LEUCOSTICTE were racing before the wind; 
NEAR SUMMIT PYRAMID PEAK while all around, the swaying 
forest trees creakt and groaned 
ina way that was decidedly depressing. Latein the afternoon reacht Glen Alpine 
Springs where waited for dinner make inroad our own supply. 
Leaving here, Grass Lake was made dusk, where, among wind-sheltering rocks, 
unrolled our blankets for the night. The roaring winds still showed sign 
abating and began feel uncertain, not only securing any photographs 
but ever reaching the nest location; for when such hurricanes this rage 
these mountain tops practically impossible against them. the wind 
continued all night and the following morning decided leave the Pyramid 
Peak Trail and press Lake the Woods await possible change 
weather conditions. 

little after dawn were zigzaging the steep trail which leads Lake 
Lucile. Before could reach the latter, however, was necessary 
great bank snow, which, almost vertical, rose about thirty feet high and blockt 
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our passage. camp was brought into commission and when hand- and 
foot-hold had been chopt the frozen wall succeded getting over it. 
Lucile made campfire among the rocks, which the wind would not allow 
Grass Lake, and prepared late breakfast. About noon Lake the Woods was 
reacht and camp establisht near Hell-Gate, the utensils and gear from the cache 
belonging Prof. Price being used. 

All afternoon the wind kept blowing, and that night they made great sport 
the camp-fire which bilt effort temper the rimy atmosphere. After 
wild night the winds dawn died down and the sun ushered one those 
royal Sierran mornings, calm, clear and magnificent. early four o’clock 
saw the seemingly impossible had occurred and that the propitious time for the 
ascent had come. packing such supplies were necessary set out over 
that rough, gorge, Desolation Valley, our trail lying along its 
southern edge. 

The beauty Avalanche Lake with 
its rocky islets, foamy contributing 
streams and frame green forest and 
glittering snow proved too great 
temptation, however, for our photo- 
graphical contingent, and short stop 
was made while views were taken. 
Rounding Crystal Lake, which 
received its guota film started 
the lofty which wa)) 
tion Valley the west. region 
now becomes and for safety 
travel made abrest, for often great 
rocks, becoming loosened and gather- 
ing momentum, tearing down 
ing destruction their path. Thus, 
one became his own pathfinder, and 
this way each pursued somewhat 
different course. 

Close the top Pyramid visit- 
spot which Carriger and 49. HEINEMANN DESCENDING SECURE 
previously markt with huge monu- PHOTOGRAPHS LEUCOSTICTE 
ment rocks. was here had 
noted Leucosticte carrying material unseen nest. Now, however, birds were 
about, nor could any roused. All along had not been over sanguine about the 
possible results the trip, often nests are destroyed deserted; and now, 
not finding single bird the east side the peak, when but eleven days before, 
had seen dozen, made feel that the prospects were gloomy indeed. 

reacht the top the peak 11:40 and after quick lunch, for moder- 
ate breeze had begun blowing, started down the nesting site. chance 
more than from memory came the second pile rocks from the nest. Like 
the east side, the north side the peak appeared entirely bereft its former bird- 
life; and was with drooping spirits altho not entirely without keen feeling 
expectation that approacht the nest. hopes revived, however, Leucos- 
ticte flew out from some nearby rocks and was anxious moment when reacht 
the aperture among the granit slabs and peered in. the dim light, among the 
feathers the nest, could just discern three eggs which appeared dark with in- 
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cubation. When joyfully informed expectant companions the victory, 
Duttke, who among other things was yell-leader the expedition, started three 
rousing cheers; and small victory was, for ment that the two trips 
the peak and back, 120 miles, taking almost two weeks time, had not been vain. 

Heinemann and Duttke now joined me, and the camera was set once for 
pictures. the bird was not the least afraid, and lit the rocks all about the 
nest-entrance while were arranging the camera, dispenst with using the 
long rubber tube. fact soon found that persistent was the mother- 
leucosticte her efforts reach the nest, that was necessary time and again 
drive her away order keep her from entering. notist particularly that this 
bird never once used the broken-wing tactics that had seen others our 
previous visit. method she employed was disappear for time among 
various nearby rocks endevoring draw away from the spot. was one 
these occasions, after our patience had been almost exhausted, that decided 
might barely possible she had returned the nest some the under-rock 
passages. looking towards the nest all appeared dark and knew once 
the bird must sitting. was only 
due the fact that the nest and eggs 
were light colored that they had been 
visible experienced consider- 
able difficulty flushing the bird, al- 
most touching her before she finally 
left the nest; and then the way she 
went fluttering along the narrow pas- 
sage made fear for the safety 
the specimens, which had not yet 
been collected. 

Gently-persistent, with those little 
cheery, pleading notes, over the rocks 
she came again and again altho re- 
peatedly driven away, and the 
tude she showed could not have but 

Fig. 50. GRAY-CROWNED LEUCOSTICTE APPROACH- toucht the hart observer. 
ING NEST-SITE AMONG THE BOULDERS must say, even spite their ex- 
treme rarity, was not without 
certain feeling compunction that the eggs were taken. time the bird re- 
turned, when was possible, picture was taken and all secured nine photos, 
the best ones being herewith produced. ‘This work covered period two and 
half hours and during all this time the male did not appear; fact, other 
birds all were seen. 

last, for seems even the patience the Leucosticte had its limitations, 
the bird would longer come within camera range, and turned our attention 
the eggs and nest. order reach these was only necessary move 
single boulder, and this, weighing but about 100 pounds, was easy matter. Even 
with the boulder removed Heinemann pronounced the nest photographically im- 
possible. Before disturbing the boulders had taken view the nesting site, 
had content ourselves with this. Bringing the eggs light disclosed the 
fact that these consisted four insted three, one being hidden feathers and 
the depression the nest, and, being advanced incubation had 
supposed, they proved almost fresh, two being practically and two slightly 
incubated. poetical turn mind might compare the rosy plumage the 
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Leucosticte with the gorgeous tints the sunset clouds liken its eggs the 
drifted snow that characterizes its home. The student birdlife cannot, however, 
indulge any such fancy flights, desirous following the strait and nar- 
row path science. Thus behooves simply state that the eggs are pure 
white, unmarkt, ovate-pyriform shape, and size measure inches: .89x.62, 
.91x63, .92x.62. The sharply pointed end and the peculiarly fine text- 
ure the shell make the eggs once distinctive. After being carefully taken 
from the nest, one one, the specimens were well wrapt cotton and placed 
partitioned box made heavy block tin. 

Our time was next devoted the nest. ‘To show how difficult this was see, 
may state that pointed out the aperture Duttke and askt him could see 
the nest within. After viewing from seemingly every possible angle declared 
could see nothing and was rather amazed when was later shown him. 
Altho but three feet in, yet 
from the fact that the passage 
first ran south, then south- 
west and then south again, 
the nest, being placed the 
latter turn, was rendered 
most invisible from without. 
Investigation showed the nest 
was situated small patch 
inches deep which had un- 
doutedly been hollowed out 
the birds themselves. 
the nest was inches high 
was thus equally above and 
below the soil. very 
curious fact that this spot was 
one the very few places 
the entire peak where soil was 
visible; and all cases the 
birds penetrate the soil 
bild, would explain why 
they such great depths. 

The nest almost entirely Fig. 51. LEUCOSTICTE ONE MANY 

and very compactly made POSES, FLITTED ABOUT OVER THE ROCKS 
dry grass stems and roots. 
These have the appearance having been uprooted and are course 
the previous season. the nearest available grass half mile more 
from the nesting site the reason why the bilding birds made such long trips for 
material explained. Fine light-colored grass forms the lining, with the addition 
few feathers. One the latter runs lengthwise across the bottom the nest 
cavity, dividing half. Unfortunately fluffy feather belonging the nest 
was blown away the peak and lost. The nest oval shape and the dimen- 
sions are follows: top, 5x3% inches; cavity, inches; depth cavity, 
inch; depth nest over all, inches. 

found the location 150 feet below the top the peak. altitude 
Pyramid 10,020 feet. did not see Leucostictes either trip below 
9,300 and the majority were noted between 9,500 and 10,000 feet altitude. After 
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the nest had been carefully placed cotton box which had brought for 
the purpose spent some further time photographing the adjacent chasm, 
cliffs and tho scenic surroundings. 

Besides the bird previously described, but two other Leucostictes were seen 
and both were flusht from the rocks; but the spots proved futile. 
certainly remarkable, that, altho traverst the identical territory where 
had but eleven days previously noted close two dozen birds, now such small 
fraction that number were seen. seems probable most the birds 
were sitting, where the world were their mates? This scarcity, however, seems 
the usual condition affairs Pyramid, Barlow his trip (June 10, 
1900) noted but two pairs, while only found all about five birds visit 
July and other writers record about the same number. 

high wind had now begun blow and was growing late m.) 
headed forcamp. ‘Tempted great saving distance foolishly decided 


Fig. LEUCOSTICTE ANOTHER POSE. ITS CON- 
TINUAL ACTIVITY PREVENTED SHARPNESS THE PHOTO 


descending the north side the peak. While late summer, perhaps, this 
may not such difficult matter soon found that descend the almost per- 
pendicular banks snow was perilous the extreme. More than once fer- 
vently wisht for the opportunity returning the route which had come; 
reacht the great snow beds which lie the foot the peak and stretch out over the 
edge Desolation Valley progress became easier. Going down the steep cliffs into 
Desolation required considerable time the terrace must workt back and forth 
descending. wearisome number rocky walls, snow beds and banks, and 
brawling streams yet negotiated, and was after seven when our camp 
Lake the Woods was reacht. The eggs and nest were found intact, but our 
rifle and camera-tripod, which had used slacken speed going down the 
snow banks, were indeed demoralized condition. 


— 
| 
=. 
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Space will not allow describe length how ran out provisions 
Lake the Woods and were forced subsist for whole day but three slices 
bacon; how, the day following, after breakfast consisting but single 
slice, made the long laborious march Phillips’ Station, against the strong 
wind which had now begun blowing again, and where all did justis (or, 
rather, injustis) the excellent table set Mrs. Vade Bryson. Eventually 
arriving Bijou June trip came toa successful conclusion. the 
letter going astray the mail, however, Mr. Carriger who was anxiously awaiting 
news the trip did not know the results until July. 

closing wish add some notes Dr. Sterling Bunnell, hitherto unpub- 
lisht, and which think will prove considerable interest covering, they do, 
such wide range territory. Dr. Bunnell writes follows: 

have always found the Leucosticte either the Hudsonian Arctic zone 


Fig. 53. THE CENTRAL OPENING LED TO THE NEST WHICH, HOWEVER, WAS OUT OF SIGHT 
THREE FEET BACK BENEATH AND BETWEEN THE ANGULAR BLOCKS 


and always among the snow except once: July 15, 1902, when the surrounding 
snow had melted, saw flock low 9000 feet the junction East and 
Bubb’s Creeks above the south fork Kings River. May and June they are 
almost invariably the rocks and snow and live the many insects that become 
stranded while flying over, and settling the latter freeze there. fact the 
snow often dotted with these mosquito-like insects. From May July, 
least, Leucostictes are numerous from Mt. Whitney Pyramid Peak the Tahoe 
region. could not find them extensive search July Mt. Shasta, nor 
the Coast Range, altho lookt for them Preston Peak, South Yallo Bally 
Mountain and Mt. Sanhedrin. found the birds Pyramid Peak June and 
close the edge Desolation Valley nearby. following notes appear 
field book: 


| 
be 


160 THE CONDOR XII 


1901. Kearsarge Pass, above Kings River, 12,000 feet altitude, 
noted several small groups these birds. They were twittering and would hop 
along now rocks and now the snow. probably had nests the 
lofty rock wall. the snow they would hop along azigzag line for few feet 
and then fly for few yards. flight was fluttering like that Bluebird. 

1901. Found some Leucostictes the top University Peak, 
14,000 feet. One would twitter, vibrating his wings accompaniment. 
They were curious and came close the rocks and then fluttered off. 

July 15, 1901. junction East and Bubb’s Creeks, above the south 
fork King’s River, the adjacent snow having melted, saw flock this un- 


Fig. AND FULL SET EGGS THE GRAY-CROWNED LEUCOSTICTE 
AFTER REMOVAL FROM NEST SITE. NOTE THAT THE EGGS ARE UNMARKT 


usually low altitude 9000 feet, and for the first time saw one them perch 
the top tamarack tree, the other birds the flock remaining the grass. The 
note resembled ‘chea’. 

16, 1901. Noted many the side and top Mt. Brewer. One flew 
out from some rocks the side the peak had nest between the rocks; 
but could not locate it. 

17, 1901. Observed some percht the ice floating the lakes near 
Harrison’s Pass, southeast Mt. Brewer. One would raise and drop his wings 
and with tail held would make note like that little chicken. One at- 
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tempted fly and over Harrison’s Pass which thousand feet high and very 
steep. flew degrees zig-zag line, stopping the rocks each turn. 

18, 1901. Found Leucotictes the top Mt. Whitney, 14,500 feet. 
They hop along the ridges between the furrows the snow. Noted them often 
this date about the small lakes the snow groups four. 

10, 1902. Found Bullfrog Lake, 11,000 feet, and top Mt. Gould, 
13,800 feet. 

“Of all birds the Leucosticte has ever had fascination for me, but all 
travels never succeded finding nest.’’ 


IRRIGATED RANCH THE FALL MIGRATION 


FLORENCE MERRIAM BAILEY 


ONCE spent the first two weeks September irrigated ranch 
southeastern New Mexico, and, while the study the prairie-dog problem 
had taken there, saw many interesting things the bird line 

passing. the ranch combined alfalfa and stock, outside the branding corrals 
stood mowing machine and baling press, while the adobe houses the Mexican 
laborers stood the background. Behind the house, water barrel and wood pile— 
pile grubbed-up roots big the waterless and treeless 
character the valley; but leafy rows cottonwoods growing along the irrigation 
ditches, and the vivid green alfalfa fields, gave richness the immediate landscape. 

From the piazza, lookt out the highroad, the principal passers-by 
were Mexicans. Sometimes there would prairie schooner drawn four 
burros, one which rode small bare-legged Mexican shaded the inevitable 
peaked hat, energetically whipping his burro train. Sometimes there would 
six burros, three abrest; and frequently the load would mesquite roots sur- 
mounted Mexican. 

When first got the ranch the stock was being branded the corral, and, 
past our way back and forth the dog field, the fire the middle the 
circle, the men with long branding irons making sudden lunges the terrified 
cattle they circled around the ring, the bellows pain, the headlong plunge 
maddened steer his tormentors, and the circle Mexican on-lookers percht 
safely top the high corral fence, all made sight that were glad leave 
behind for the peaceful, green alfalfa fields. 

The irrigation the alfalfa was novel and most interesting sighttome. 
irrigator was tall, spare Mexican with picturesque high hat, purple shirt and 
red sash, carrying over his shoulder long shovel. When had turned the water 
into field would take off his sash, throw over fence post, roll his trousers 
high his brown legs and then wade about among the ditches like plover, letting 
the water out here, banking there, hurrying from place place till seemed 
field would catch his sash, noose around the nose horse kept near 
and, with the shovel over his shoulder, swinging off bareback, with the grace 
centaur. 

The water from the ditches strewed the fields with multitudes minnows that 
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attracted great flocks migrating water birds: sandpipers all sizes 
from the greater yellowlegs—darting, dashing, noisy yellowlegs—to the modest, 
quiet little and minutilla—plover, willets, handsome black-neckt 
stilts, and long-billed avocets and curlew, one with the bill turning up, the other 
down. One meadow was irrigated time, and field that was all water, white 
wings, and babel bird notes one day, would dry, bare, and silent the next, the 
procession having followed the man with the shovel. wanted follow too, for the 
sight acres water birds was always fascinating. The delicate gray and white 
forms the wheeling flocks against the background blue sky beau- 
tiful sight, and with the sky for background and the water for mirror the birds were 
always making charming pictures. One the rarest saw was that delicate 
red sunset mirrored flooded field, which white water fowl were wading. 
What picture from the hart the New Mexico desert flock nearly 
fifty long-billed curlew was seen one day; and another time half dozen the 
large sickle-billed birds were found field surrounded restless evershifting 
throng yellowlegs and other sandpipers. The liquid quality the water-birds’ 
notes, spoken Frank Bolles, was especially striking here when from 
adjoining field came the dry land notes sparrows. 

When bird-catching falcon flew over, one and all the white wings rose 
terror; but grasshopper-catching Swainson hawk might sit fence-post overlook- 
ing their field, even fly down after his catch, and they would barely recog- 
nize his presence. Marsh hawks were often seen beating low over the alfalfa 
making dives with sprawling wings they spied—was mouse cotton rat? 
—and once saw one standing the midst field, apparently watching 
for grasshoppers, his queer face looking strikingly owl-like. 

Wherever went found birds; for the rich irrigated ranch attracted 
hordes migrants among the land well water birds feed its insects, 
weed seeds and small mammals; and they were particularly interesting assembly 
after weeks desert range. one old weed field came flock perhaps 
two hundred lark buntings, migrants the plains with their fall suits brown. 
White-neckt ravens were common small flocks, apparently gathering from the 
deserts after the nesting time. mixt flocks blackbirds, cowbirds, red- 
wings, and yellowheads, were often found the cottonwoods squawking, gurgling, 
and singing regular marsh medley; and one morning thousands yellowheads 
came with loud noise wings—a long black cloud—and stopt the trees 
near the ranch house. they lit masses great clattering broke out, each 
the crowded throng apparently clamoring for standing room. When they were 
settled, the trees lookt laden down with black fruit. slipt out get 
closer look them and found long crowded lines the barbed wire fences, and 
numbers the ground such close array they seemed sore danger treding 
one another’s toes. Near hand their orange oval fronts and jet black 
plumage made them indeed splendid sight, and when they started ex- 
claimed with admiration, for their epaulets flasht out snow white their black, 
velvety coats. 

went back and forth thru the lanes the prairie-dog town, tame young 
shrikes would sit calmly the fence posts and let pass, cuckoo would some- 
times fly swiftly out cottonwood hedge where had been engaged its 
favorit occupation, investigating caterpillar nests, flocks redwings with glowing 
epaulets would circle around and disappear field milo maize, the shrill pipe 
oriole would followed yellow flash from cottonwood, and sweet 
blackbird chorus would come from tree top. Occasionally mockingbird would 
seen along the lanes; but was striking fact that while the mockers abounded 
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the mesquite plains they were rarely seen the inhabited valleys. Perhaps 
they had learned better. field sugar cane along our road attracted flocks 
migrating clay-colored sparrows who stared they clung atilt the cane 
stems pickt seeds without observing us. Dainty little pileolated warblers 
with golden front and bright green back would dart out their cover and flit past 
into most inappropriately commonplace cornfield. 

the prairie-dog town the ranch the small brown owls that the old 
dog holes were always amusing. ‘The twenty-acre field which held actual count 
one thousand and nine prairie-dog burrows had probably several families the 
owls, for altho never saw many any one field the same time, the ejected 
pellets were numerous around the deserted buriows. Curiously enough these black 
bullet-shaped pellets were made largely the big green beetles which found 
the plum trees the orchard. sight the prairie-dogs would scud away 
their mounds, turning around inside and coming peek and bark over the 
edge again, while the owls would watch with big, fixt eyes appeared, and 
came too near rise lightly their wings, fly few rods, and with strait- 
hanging legs drop earth again. 

Tho the prairie-dogs were doing great damage the alfalfa, they were most 
interesting little animals. They found interesting too, apparently, they 
would stand and bark just long they dared. was pretty sight 
see mother dog looking over the crater-like rim the hole with her yellow pup- 
pies beside her. approacht they would drop down the hole, but went 
the other way, they would sometimes scatter and loping about 
dug out badgers told the tragedies dog town. 

are pretty good prospectors and sometimes bring pay 
the mammalogist remarkt reminiscently one day, and then went tell how 
coal country where the surface was light colored they had brought coal till 

were walking along the edge the dog town one time the loud 
screaming note willet called our attention one the big gray birds standing 
irrigation pond the adjoining alfalfa field. jerkt his head back and 
forth watcht us, and then took wing, changing the instant from 
ordinary speckled gray bird black and white creature striking pattern. 
the edge the irrigated tract road-runner would sometimes seen crossing the 
field, his head and tail level, his long legs carrying him smoothly 
had been rollers. One that was shot proved his good offises ranchmen the 
contents his stomach, for held addition garter snake and long centiped, 
remains caterpillar, cricket, some beetles, and supply big grasshoppers. 

marsh what was known Cassey’s draw had been flooded the rains 
that none the small mammals which should have been there were found, 
but variety swallows were weaving back and forth above it, and flusht two 
night herons from the cat-tails, while great blue heron rose and flew slowly away 
down the draw. waded thru the high grass sora rail buzzed into the air, 
staying just long enough for note his plump little body and short bill before 
ended his short parabola out sight the grass. Another time flusht 
jack snipe from weed-grown lane. With explosive zeep, zeep, zeep, whizzed 
off, coming down spot brown ground which matcht well that had 
walk nearer before could separate the long bill from the brown ball. Game 
birds were very scarce, except for family scaled quail which lived about the 
ranch and were evidently not lookt upon game birds, for their favorit perch was 
the brush-wood pile the back yard. seemed oddly out place because 
they were acting the part domestic fowl, and because, this ‘assembly birds 
from well-watered lands, they really belonged this desert region. 
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NESTING THE GRAY-HEADED JUNCO 
ROBERT ROCKWELL 


WITH ONE PHOTO BY THE AUTHOR 


EFERENCE back files Conpor reveals the fact that nothing 
has been publisht this magazine regarding the nesting habits can- 
iceps; hence few notes the subject may more less interest 


CONDOR readers. 

June 16, 1910, short trip was made from Grand Lake, Grand County, 
Colorado, where was then camping, Columbine Lake, beautiful body water 
about 100 acres extent lying two and one-half miles northwest Grand Lake, 
altitude about 9,000 feet. Columbine Lake mountain lake 


Fig. 55. NEST AND EGGS THE GRAY-HEADED JUNCO 


crystal clear water, lofty mountains, with dense growth 
pine and spruce timber extending places the edge. 

Along the west shore extends narrow strip boggy ground lying between 
the hevy timber and the water’s edge and covered with variegated growth rank 
grass, moss, low scattered bushes and down timber. made way around 
the lake two Spotted Sandpipers fluttered from their nests each containing four 
eggs, and few feet farther on, precisely similar location Gray-headed Junco 
flusht noisily from under very feet. location was altogether incompatible 
with ideas junco nesting sites, but careful search was nevertheless, 
and finally the nest containing four eggs was discovered, wonderfully concealed 
deep cavity the ground completely rooft over projecting clod moss- 
covered earth and entirely hidden and protected the dense branches small 


bush. The bird flew directly the dense pine timber close by, where 
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voiced its anxiety with the peculiar metallic junco chirp, altho seldom allowing 
itself seen. 

Within hundred yards the first nest another bird was flusht from cun- 
ningly concealed nest, deeply sunken the ground among the dense branches 
the base also contained four eggs, and the parent upon flushing 
immediately disappeared and was seen more. 

Proceding around the lake, third bird was flusht from nest bilt the 
center small shrub, but not nearly well concealed the other two. This 
nest contained two eggs and two freshly hatcht young—tiny, wriggling, pinkish 
little creatures irregularly covered with very fine grayish down. 

was raining and the temperature entirely too low for comfort markt the 
nests and sought shelter. return, couple hours later, the parent the 
first nest found stayed the eggs toucht her, and perfect was 
the concealment the nest and the protective coloration the bird, that altho 
knew exactly where look, both were absolutely invisible the eye arm’s 
length. all was the most perfectly concealed nest have ever seen. 

The birds the other two nests, however, flusht much more wildly than 
our first visit and were not demonstrative. 

After photographing the nests, the two containing eggs were collected. They 
are practically identical size and construction, being strongly and compactly 
dried grass, well rimmed, deeply cupt and with finer dried grass and 
scant amount fine hair. are somewhat than wide and measure 
follows: Outside, length 434 inches, width inches, depth inches; inside, 
long diameter inches, short diameter inches, depth inches. 

The two sets eggs exhibit fine variation coloration and marking. One 
set has ground color light clay color with slightly bluish tinge, lightly markt 
with minute and very subdued spots reddish brown. the eggs are 
evenly spotted over the entire surface, while the remaining two the spots are 
partially confined the larger ends. 

The other set has much lighter color—almost pure white—clearly and boldly 
spotted and blotcht with clear reddish brown, the markings being hevier and more 
clearly defined around the larger ends. The heviest markt egg this set 
identica) coloration and marking with set Field Sparrows’ eggs 
collection. 

The two sets are remarkably uniform size, and average inches. 


NOTES REGURGITATION 


HARRIET WILLIAMS MYERS 


AVING been led believe, thru reading, that for the first few days, practi- 
cally all birds feed their young regurgitation, have been surprized the 
number birds have observed who not use this method feeding, but 

rather from the very beginning feed insects directly their young. 

March, 1909, pair Song Sparrows cooperi) nested 
the pampas grass yard, giving opportunity daily observation. 
the seventh March the eggs hatcht and stationed myself take feeding record. 
8:50 the female left the nest and began searching about the grass and weeds. 
one minute she returned the nest carrying visible object her bill which 
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she fed the young. Several times saw her bring food this way the young, 
mind there dout that she did not feed regurgitation. 

May the same year watcht the nest Spurred Towhee 
megalonyx). When found the nest there were three newly-laid eggs. kept 
watch this nest, and two weeks from first finding there were three 
young the nest. They were quite naked and were evidently hatcht that morning 
the day before. this time watcht the birds going the nest, but because 
its location the grass the ground, could not see them put the food into the 
mouths the young. Finally, concealed behind umbrella close the nest, 
companion saw the male come the nest when the mother was covering the 
young. reacht her she stept aside and the male fed the young fresh food. 
The next day was again the nest. The female was calling piteously and upon 
looking found that snake, coiled the otherwise empty nest, was the cause 
her distress. Presently the male came nearby bush carrying large moth 
his bill. This was, course, intended for the young and seemed proof sufficient 
that was not feeding regurgitation. 

Another bird this same family who feeds fresh insects young soon 
hatcht, the southern California Towhee senicula). Ihave watcht many 
nests the newly hatcht these birds and always they were fed fresh food soon 
they were fed anything. The food they seem fondest feeding soft light 
green worm found weeds grass. the case the Spurred Towhee 
have seen moth fed when young were two days old. 

April watcht the nesting habits the Rufous-crowned Sparrow 
ruficeps). 15th the eggs were not hatcht; but the next day six m.; 
found young the nest. watcht the birds for half hour and saw both 
them come the nest and feed the young with small worms and other insect life. 

have often watcht the nests Phainopepla nitens, bird belonging the 
same family the Cedar Waxwing, and who summer visitant only, southern 
California. the nest one these contained newly hatcht young, 
saw the male with blue nightshade berry his bill. rested the 
side the nest threw back his head and let this berry slip into his throat, then 
back into his mouth, three times before feeding tothe young. also saw the 
female fly thru the air pursuit tiny insects then the nest and feed. For 
some time watcht the pair feed, and was never regurgitation, 
ing the food passing and down the throat could designated. 
believe many birds fill the throat with food before coming the nest. their 
only means carrying quantity and, understand it, not reguritation. 

the case pair Arkansas Kingbirds verticalis) which 
watcht, believe the birds both fed fresh food directly young and used regurgi- 
tative methods. Tho this pair birds nested high that could not look into 
the nest, watcht them daily and know the young were not more than day old 
when saw both adults fly thru the air, then the nest where, side side, they 
fed the young. Several times saw them also saw the female take the 
nest without feeding and after few minutes rise slightly and feed the young 
beneath her. This latter feeding should call regurgitation, while the former 
was not. 

nest the Arizona Hooded Oriole nelsoni) saw both birds 
directly the nest with fresh food their bills when the young were only one 
day old. After feeding they left the nest. 

From these few observations birds which are supposed regurgitate and 
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not, inclined think that probably very many more our common birds feed 
fresh food than have been led seems that worth the 
while every observant bird student give particular attention this object 
field observation, that may have more knowledge the subject. 


ROUGE NOIR 
LEON DAWSON 


days lack one being rare day but odlogists 
had their way there would sixty-one them insted thirty-one. 
the luck the odlogist variable that the proverbial fisherman, 

and certain favored hours are likely stand out memory from background 
profitless days. Jam believer astrology, and not court the sweet influence 
the stars, but anyone will explain why body can find half dozen 
choice birds’ nests hand running one day and then hunt over the same sort 
cover the day following only return empty-handed, I—well, will pay respect- 
ful attention. Yes, but what luck? mere name for our ignorance 
causes. ‘‘Providence’’ scarcely better this connection, however devoutly 
uttered. All Providence large, true sense, but show disrespect the 
Almighty charge him too strictly with interference among mass still 
unknown second causes. think the explanation rather psychological. 
follows. thru the same motions subsequent occasion, but respond 
different stimuli. Our eyes are veiled and our ears muffled the sights and 
sounds that are supposed interested in, nay, the very ones that are 
striving desperately interest ourselves in. difference inside where 
can’t get After all, then, perhaps good enough name for this 
variable and unbiddable psychological factor. 

But was mood pale philosophizing that dropt off the first morning 
trolley Clover Creek, south Tacoma, the 12th May last. distant 
Chickadee ‘‘prospect’’ gave direction and excuse this morning’s jaunt, but there 
was hurry. delicious fragrance the prairie air and the singing birds 
the fir groves invited dalliance. Russet-backt Thrush ustulata), 
belated, had just reported from the South and was trying the copses with soft 
Western Tanager ludoviciana), also days behind the schedule, 
piticked languidly. Warblers rare breeds, chiefly Audubons Dendroica audu- 
Black-throated Grays nigrescens), and Hermits occidentalis), lispt 
from the tree-tops; while one gorgeous Townsend came fluttering 
down the sides great green spire for close inspection. Within the grove itself 
Hammond and Western Flycatchers gave 
comparative trial their different notes. That smart and 
slightly querulous, contrast with the lazier, drawling note Moreover, 
begins rather explosively and continues with musical-sibilant drawl, terminating 

Our woods are never noisy like those the the vocal offerings, 
indeed, are all too modest. But donot complain. may the fact that most 
our species high’’ that makes content. Certainly the sense high 
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quality our birds ineluctable, even those who know them best. much 
mystery still surrounds many them, much aloofness characterizes the entire 
lives some them, that mere list their names stirs the blood and teases the 
odlogical imagination. For instance, besides the species alredy mentioned, all 
breeding locally, heard this time American Crossbill, Western Evening Gros- 
beak, Cassin Vireo, Anthony Vireo, Western Winter Wren, Chestnut-backt Chick- 
adee, Tawny Creeper, Red-brested Nuthatch, Western Golden-crowned Kinglet, 
Macgillivray Warbler, Olive-sided Flycatcher, and Northwestern Saw-whet Owl. 
(Has any personally collected all these? Bowles, working this 
section for thirteen years, has come the nearest it, but still four numbers 

shook off the dreamy mood and set out thru level bit wood- 
land for the distant Chickadee’s nest. Almost immediately scrub oak Quercus 


garryana), killed the shade the more rapidly growing fir trees, obstructed 


path with vision for which have been toiling for years. bark scale, sharply 
sprung from the parent stem the oak tree, here some five inches diameter, was 
fairly bursting with its odlogical secret. Anchored the top but free the bottom, 
its krinkled skirts were not ample enough conceal the copious twigs with which 
pair Tawny Creepers Certhia occidentalis) had filled itshollow. twigs 
bristled out every direction, like Russian peasant’s whiskers, and challenged the 
offises which was not slow fulfill. The nest was barely within reach from the 
ground, and the first cautious introduction finger, the female flitted. felt 
something soft and downy; fell back, and, believe me, nearly fainted. 
After all these years! But no; could not be. was too absurd! would try 
again. The soft downy things proved catkins bedded the broad brim 
the nest (for the nesting cavity must needs completely filled). The nest proper 
was the center the mass, deeply cupt (134 inches deep), and held four eggs, 
well advanced incubation. The semilune formed the top the nest, e., 
the shape the available cavity was five inches from point 
point, and two and quarter thickness, while the depth the accumulated 
material was ten inches. birds’ tastes were quite indiscriminate, since the 
inside the cup alone displays the following materials: cowhair (red black 
and white), feathers, horsehair, moss, fine bark, macerated weed-stems, chips, fir 
needles, bits white cloth, ravelings, string, cocoons, spider-egg cases, catkins, 
moth-wings, and vegetable fiber. 

Half hour was consumed packing away the nest and eggs. Five minutes 
later excited Chickadee, Chestnut-back rufescens), emerged from 
tiny hole, one the Cerambycid beetles’’, hight ten feet 
old fir stub. The tree had been struck only from force habit, and attention 
would have been paid results, had not been for the sharp wing-burst the 
flushing bird. The nest contained six eggs, fresh, the event proved, but 
blackened contact with the mother’s brest look quite unpromising. 
Since the advent the fire-spreading animal, man, the birds have been obliged 
accept charred stumps part the order nature, and the contact 
feathers and charcoal cuts inconsiderable figure local odlogy. Fortunately 
the eggs could washt, the bird couldn’t. The nest was simple affair moss 
and rabbit fur, set tapering cavity, with its brim only two inches below the 
entrance. But for all was.so simple, some ten minutes were spent digging 
out, and many more the base the stub where the packing eggs had 
laboriously rearranged. 

task completed, rose, stretcht, yawned,—and the old nerves 
gave out. Not ten feet from the stub which had been working, Sooty 
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Grouse (Dendragapus obscurus fuliginosus) had been sitting nine eggs. She 
had allowed pass within four feet her approaching the stub; she had 
seen gesticulating strangely, overhead, and she had not budged. But that 
yawn! there are limits Dendragapine patience! 

little fracas with the Crows (C. was probably responsible for the 
next bit luck, which occurred half mile farther along halting course. 
The black sentries had discovered the bird-man slipping across bit clearing and 
had hurled prompt anathemas his devoted head. The excitement had died down 
somewhat when the fourth miracle happened. Creeper, dear, gossiping soul, 
the too’’ the lesser bird-world, had evidently popt off her eggs for 
moment see what was doing. curiosity satisfied, she bethought herself 
duty accidentally caught her with the tail eye just she lost herself 
view sidling motion upon the blackened face fir tree. There was nothing 
that distance suggest nesting site, and should have past the tree dozen 
times without notising that portion the bark, some four feet from the ground, 
was slightly sprung, that there was room behind certain crack for bird 
disappear. Only when the tree was viewed particular angle could the aperture 
about one inch observed one side section bark otherwise adherent; 
and only close inspection could have discovered the nest its snug quarters. 
inquiring finger laid the edge the nest brought out the occupant, who affected 
the greatest surprize presence; but only the careful removal square foot 
hevy bark disclosed the four tiny eggs, which occupied the depths the 
lined inner cup. these eggs one was runt, handsomely ringed about the 
smaller end and about half the size one the others, being fact little 
smaller than Rufous Hummer’s egg (measuring inches, against 
.50X.33 for the Hummer. The remainder the set averaged while the 
average for the first set found was Near the larger end this midget 
egg was contusion, undoutedly made the bird—a claw-hole perhaps— 
altho the underlying membrane was unbroken. 

This bird, the way, must indeed have been chronic gossip, for her eggs 
were all infertil, and the contents two them were badly hardened 
require soaking before removal. Her narrow quarters may conceivably have caused 
her some discomfort, for the maximum space between trunk and bark was one and 
three-eighths inches,—so narrow, indeed, that the wood itself was allowed 
duty for two sides the inner receptacle. 

this time the collector was embarrast with riches. modest thought 
the outset had been take along enough paper and thread and cotton take care 
the anticipated Chickadee’s nest. When blundered upon the Tawny Creeper’s 
nest, that would, course, find the day; the nest was wrapt very 
carefully tissue and thred, and the eggs were double-wrapt cotton. The 
Chickadee, fortunately, made light demands upon resources; but the Grouse— 
Ho! Ho! that was frankly impossible! nest did get the last sheet tissue 
paper, but the eggs were gathered up, Castle Garden fashion, handkerchief, 
and cached under the first convenient log. The advent the second Creeper’s 
nest was serious. was simply nothing for but let bare with the 
last wisp thred. When Shufeldt Junco flusht incontinently the woods 
beyond, groaned—but shouted for joy when callow young were found place 
eggs. 

The real goal the trip was old oak stub, sticking out the water ofa 
forest-girt lake, where had seen Chestnut-backt Chickadee working knot- 
hole some two weeks previously. made way out gingerly over the driftwood 
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and hit the stump resounding thwack—but there was answer. Chickadee 
responded rude and repeated summonses. Violet-green Swallows there were, 
however, darting about the top the stub, and altho was early the season for 
them, seemed worth while investigate. The stump was some twelve feet high 
one and one-half feet diameter and destitute bark,—as slick grease and 
impossible climb outright. various lengths were cut and leaned 
against it. and the Chickadee’s fortitude failed her and she emerged, chat- 
tering disgustedly. 

This nest was unusual. old knot-hole about eight feet had been re- 
workt the birds, and gave access large cavity half filled with rotten punk. 
This cavity the Chickadees had undertaken fill the level the entrance 
with mosses, cow-hair, and other soft substances. The nest proper was, therefore, 
deeply cupt the center level expanse this material some seven inches 
diameter, and the six fresh eggs which contained had quite the handsomest frame 
the annals Chickadee art. 

The Violet-green Swallows had nothing offer beyond feather-lined cavity. 
Here was luck enough, however, for one stub. When the Chickadee’s eggs were 
stowed away the bursting can, and the homeward course begun, was high 
noon—the meridian red letter day. Science? Nota bit it! Sheer 
luck, all it! 

But show that fortune has favorits the bird business, must epitomize 
another day. the 21st returned this same range filled with the 
highest anticipations, and prepared camp, need be, for week. Weather con- 
ditions were perfect and myself apparently the highest spirits. Work began 
and the quest was pursued unremittingly till Hermit Warblers 
abounded and Black-throated Grays challenged from every other tree, with lesser 
breeds proportion—yet never egg did find, and went home disgusted 
the end black day. Psychological conditions?: Perhaps. certainly. 
Brothers, are gamblers. noir! 


SUMMER TRIP THE NORTHERN SANTA BARBARA ISLANDS 
WILLETT 


the evening June 1910, party Cooper Club members, composed 
Owen, Antonin Jay, Appleton and the writer, left San Pedro 
the 32-foot launch Capt. Hall, for two weeks’ trip 

the four northern islands the Santa Barbara group. 

Our expectations were canvass the four islands thoroly from ornithologi- 
standpoint; but owing inclement weather our operations were mostly con- 
fined the islands Anacapa and San Miguel. were able land Santa 
Rosa for couple hours only, and past Santa Cruz entirely. 

arrived Anacapa Island June Black Petrels and Dark- 
bodied Shearwaters were common sea and near the arch rock the extreme east 
end the island two pairs Xantus Murrelets hypoleucus) were 
seen the water. were unable find any nests this bird; but believe 
that may occasionally breed some the islands this group. 

Tufted Puffins, Baird and Farallon Cormorants were breeding the cliffs and 
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Pigeon Guillemots were the caves. Several Wandering were 
also noted feeding among the rocks. Cassin Auklets were common night and 
were undoutedly breeding somewhere the island, but did not locate the nest- 
least three pairs Black Oystercatchers were seen, but failed 
find the eggs. 

the afternoon June made the difficult ascent the summit the 
east end Anacapa Island. Here found many nests the Western Gull 
containing eggs and young; also colony containing about 500 nests the Califor- 
nia Brown Pelican californicus). were placed the ground 
among some low bushes and contained eggs from fresh advanced incubation, 
and young birds from newly hatcht nearly full grown. Only nests contained 
sets eggs. The others mostly contained and occasionally but se- 
cured many sets eggs desired and brought back two nests entire. This, 
believe, the first definitly recorded instance the breeding this Pelican north 
Mexico, altho article was publisht (Museum March 1899, pp. 71-72) 
Holder, colony Brown Pelicans nesting Anacapa, but exact data 
was not given. 

Owen and Howard Robertson visited this same locality June and 
1899, and the birds were not breeding there that time; would seem that 
they not always use the same breeding locations each year. ‘The commonest 
land birds Anacapa were the Island Horned Lark, the Rock Wren and the 
House Finch. noted number White-throated Swifts and found several 
nests the Bald Eagle and Duck Hawk containing nearly full grown young. 
Owen noted male Allen Hummer the top the island among some low bushes. 
This was the only one seen. 

left Anacapa 3:00 June and crost the channel Smuggler’s 
Harbor, Santa Cruz Island, where found the launch from long Beach. 
Among the party board were and Arthur Howard, Lelande and 
Lowe the Cooper Club. After arranging meet them later San Miguel 
Island followed along the southerly shore Santa Cruz, crost the channel 
Santa Rosa Island and dropt anchor Johnson’s Lee where lay during hevy 
northwest blow until the morning June the afternoon landed Santa 
Rosa for couple hours but took specimens. noted Bell and Chipping 
Sparrows common the brush, also Horned Larks, Rock Wrens and Spurred 
Towhees. 

the morning the 9th, the wind having died down some, left 
for San Miguel Island. arrived Cuyler’s harbor and met 
Mr. Ward who has charge the Island. proved very hospitable 
gentleman and allowed camp warehouse the beach. ‘This added 
greatly our bodily comfort the hevy wind which blew during our entire stay 
would have made camping out decidedly unpleasant. are also indeted Mr. 
and Mrs. Ward for several bountiful dinners enjoyed the ranch-house well 
for many other courtesies extended us. 

After had landed our supples and our launch had left for the mainland, 
Owen and myself took our skiff and rowed Prince Island, small island about 
half mile from the main island. Here were joined the Howard brothers, 
Lelande and Lowe, their boat having arrived and anchored off Prince Island. They 
were leaving the evening their return trip, but persuaded Howard 
join our party during the remainder our stay. found Prince Island 
literally alive with breeding sea birds, and later obtained many 
mens, well notes and photos. 
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After looking over some the breeding colonies Owen and myself returned 
camp leaving Howard Prince Island with his blankets and expecting return 
for him the morning. the morning, however, the northwester was howling 
again and were unable reach him for two days and then only with the aid 
some Japanese abalone fishermen and their launch. story how 
subsisted for two days mussels and gull’s eggs, washt down with cactus juice, 
and how the Auklets persisted getting bed with him, too harrowing 
told outside party, and shall for him narrate later colums 
THE CONDOR. 

remained San Miguel days, being unable leave soon had 
planned account rough weather. During this time were rarely able 
use our skiff and most our time was spent the main island. there were 
sea-birds breeding excepting the Baird Cormorant and Pigeon Guillemot whose 
nests were placed locations inaccessible the foxes which were numerous. 
the numbers the foxes attributed the absence other breeding sea-birds 
which were abundant outlying rocks and islets. 

The island San Miguel about miles long three four miles wide and 
mostly composed rocks and sand hills, altho there considerable grass the 
more elevated portions. This, however, being gradually covered sand 
which drifting slowly but surely across the island, carried the prevailing 
northwesterly winds. are several varieties shrubs San Miguel but 
trees worthy the name. most common shrub the loco weed which 
the favorit resort the Song Sparrows. The commonest land birds 
the island are the Island Horned Lark the Rock Wren 
(Salpinctes obsoletus), the San Clemente Song Sparrow clementae) 
and the San Clemente House Finch clementis). Horned 
Larks had evidently raised one brood young and were beginning nest second 
time. same was probably true the Song Sparrows, full-grown young 
were noted, and other birds taken were evidently about breed. Bald Eagles, 
Duck Hawks and Ravens were common but Ospreys were seen. saw the 
wings female Sparrow Hawk that Mr. Ward had shot, and that 
there were few Burrowing Owls the island, altho observed none. also 
told that there had been three Brewer Blackbirds around his house and barn-yard 
during the preceding spring. 

The following are the water-birds observed during our stay: 

Tufted Puffin cirrhata). Breeding commonly Prince Island. 
June 15, most the nests contained young eggs advanced incubation. 

Cassin Auklet aleuticus.) Prince Island, wherever 
there was soil enough burrow in, the auklets were nesting, and some nests were 
found niches the rocks. also found few nests ona small island off the 
west end. most the nests contained young various ages; 
few fresh eggs were found. 

Pigeon Guillemot (Cepphus columba). Breeding commonly caves and 
niches cliffs all around the islands. Many nests were found containing young 
various ages, and fresh eggs were secured late June 23. 

California Murre californica). About 100 pairs these birds were 
breeding Prince Island. most the eggs were advanced incu- 
bation and few newly hatcht young were noted. most cases the eggs were 
deposited the floors damp caves, and some instances had been rolled 
the mud until the color the shell was entirely hidden. This Murre colony was 
previously visited Appleton 1906. took fresh and slightly-incubated 
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eggs June that year. believe this the first record breeding colony 
these birds south the Farallon Islands, 

Western Gull occidentalis). Breeding commonly all out-lying 
rocks and islets. Fresh eggs were found late June 18. 

Heermann Gull Common, feeding along the beaches. 

Royal Tern maxima). Several immature birds seen and one taken 
the west end the island June this bird has been reported breeding 
San Miguel, satisfied that none were nesting there this year. went over 
the island thoroly and found evidence their breeding and only observed the 
birds the one instance noted above. 

Farallon Cormorant albociliatus). There was quite large 
colony these birds breeding Prince Island. Many the nests were placed 
the cactus patches the eastern side the island. June found nearly 
full-grown young, and eggs various stages incubation. 

Brandt Cormorant The most abundant the 
cormorants Prince Island, breeding several large rookeries. Nests contained 
from fresh eggs nearly grown young June 15. Owing the ravages the 
gulls some these birds must lay several sets eggs before they succede raising 
young. one colony about hundred pairs which past the morning 
June 15, all the nests contained eggs. our return the afternoon there 
were not dozen eggs the whole colony. ‘The cormorants had been frightened 
from the nests our presence and the gulls had done the rest. collected one 
set eggs this species. 

Baird Cormorant resplendens). commonly the 
cliffs everywhere. Some young were noted, but most the nests contained eggs. 
Fresh eggs were found late June 19. 

California Brown Pelican californicus). Five nests containing 
young were found Prince Island, June 15. 

White-winged Scoter deglandi); Surf Scoter perspicillata). 
Immature birds both these scoters were common around all the islands visited. 
They are plentiful along our southern California coast thruout the entire summer. 

the west end the island June 17. 

Wandering Tattler One two seen daily during our 
entire stay. 

Black Turnstone (Arenaria melanocephala). Male taken June 21. 

detacht rocks and islets. Apparently nests nearly month later this locality 
than does the San Luis Obispo coast. (See Willett, Condor XI, Nov. 1909, 
186-187.) The earliest nesting record have from San Miguel that young 
about two weeks old taken June 23. Five sets eggs were taken follows: Set 
incubation about one week, taken Owen, Set fresh, taken 
Howard, June 10. Set fresh, Willett, June 17; and slightly incubated, 
and two fresh, taken Appleton and Willett, June 18. 

The following birds were observed sea: 

Least Tern antillarum). commonly sea June about 
miles out from the southern. Ventura County coast. These birds were probably 
colony which Appleton has noted breeding near Hueneme. 

Pink-footed Shearwater creatopus). First noted off Santa Cruz 
and Santa Rosa Islands June June had increast numbers until was 
quite plentiful. 
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Dark-bodied Shearwater griseus). Abundant sea during our en- 


tire trip. 

Black Petrel (Oceanodroma melania). Common out sea. None these 
birds were seen within mile two land any time and, altho 
ticular search for evidence their breeding, found none. 

left San Miguel the evening June 23, and arrived San Pedro the 
afternoon the 24th, well satisfied with the results our trip, but glad out 


the everlasting wind. 


FROM FIELD AND STUDY 


Larus canus: Correction.—Shortly after record the capture young Mew Gull 
canus) appeared THE CONDOR (vol. VIII, 75) received two gulls from North Carolina 
immature plumage, one which was evidently the Ring-billed (Z. delawarensis) and the 
other intermediate between this and Pacific Beach bird. made strongly suspect that 
both these were also de/awarensis, and later was able compare these skins and other Ring- 
billed Gulls with series European specimens the collection Dr. Jonathan 
Dwight, Jr., with the following result: more slender bill and shorter wing and 
tail than delawarensis; but the male canus the same size the female delawarensis, 
tho the bill slightly more slender. This slight difference size the only character separat- 
ing the young the two species first winter plumage. bird should therefore stand 
delawarensis, and this species, suspect, most California records canus belong.— 


Louis B. BISHOP. 


Southern California Spring Record for the Common Tern.—May 24, 1910, took two 
specimens the Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) flock that were fishing near 
the outlet the Los Angeles outfall sewer Hyperion Beach, Los Angeles County. 

The birds taken were adult male and female and were almost full summer plumage. 
know, there are only two previous records for this southern California 
and they are both the fall. One these records was Marsden Pacific Beach, 
San Diego County, September, the other Linton Alamitos Bay, Los 
Angeles County, September, 1907, These instances have both been previously recorded 


THE WILLETT. 


Cowbird again Noted Los Angeles County.—On July 1910, with George Willett 
and Antonin and Alphonse Jay, was down the lowland willows, and found three nests 
the California Cuckoo (Coccyzus occidentalis)—one with young less than week old, one 
nest with four eggs, and one with three eggs. While passing along the road observed bird 
which morally sure was female Cowbird obscurus?) was considerably 
less size than female Brewer Blackbird, and the umber brown color thruout, the eastern 
female cowbird. While the willows, Antonin Jay discovered nest the Traill Flycatcher, 
with two eggs its own and one the cowbird; and while was watching the cuckoo with her 
brood young, male yellowthroat came hopping along with young cowbird close tow, 
coming within ten feet where sat. This youngster was fully fledged, but still bobtailed, and 
was about twice the size the yellowthroat; the yellowthroat would frequently run him 
and put something into his bill. The little fellow was, nearly could make out, quite 
streaked.—J. EUGENE LAw. 


Additional Song Sparrow for California.—A California-taken song sparrow recently 
submitted for determination proves Melospiza melodia caurina Ridgway. 
identical every respect with numerous skins caurina inthe Museum Vertebrate 
Zoology collection, from several localities southeastern Alaska. have never seen anything 
like before from California. The specimen female, no. 34, collection Irvin Clay, 
and was obtained Eureka, Humboldt County, California, February 20, 1910. 

Mr. Clay, who personally secured this rare bird, writes that this same individual 
was first seen January 17, and was noted five subsequent occasions, always exactly the 
same locality, February when was shot. The bird staid among drift-wood the 
ocean beach. was shy, and would run along the shelter logs, peeking over occasionally, 
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until closely prest, when would fly short distance. After being chased the beach some 
200 yards would fly out around the pursuer back its original rendezvous. This procedure 
would repeated over and over. 

apparent that the stranger wasa beach-comber habits, just are the song 
sparrows the summer home caurina, Alaska, and quite different habits from 
the resident race the Humboldt Bay region. very much indeted Mr. Clay for the 
above information, and especially for the privilege putting his capture record, being, 
far know, the first for California.—J. GRINNELL. 


Red Phalarope Southern California Winter.—In the May number THE CONDOR 
Swarth mentioned the scarcity winter records for the Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulica- 
California. 

November and December, 1907, Linton and myself fonnd this species very abund- 
ant around Anacapa and Santa Cruz Islands. This note was publisht Mr. Linton and may 
found THE Vol. 126. This was probably overlookt Mr. Swarth. 

Many specimens this Phalarope were taken this time and are now the collections 
Mr. Linton and myself. During the last week November there were thousands the 
birds and some remained well into December. not believe, however, that they staid thru 
the entire winter.—G. WILLETT. 


PUBLICATIONS REVIEWED 


The New Check that the Third Edition the Check-List North 
American Birds has actually appeared the student may last discard with safety his worn-to-tatters 
1895 copy, interlined, crost-out, emended, and procure for himself clean new copy. Having 
done so, progressive tendency, mindful ever the signs advance his field, 
will once begin again interline, erase, re-instate, amplify. And herein lies the enormous 
scientific value such periodic compendium the Check-List: constitutes basis for 
departure anew. 

During the fifteen years which have elapst—altogether too long time allow between 
revized editions work] this the publication the Second Edition, numerous 
additions and changes status relative North American birds have resulted from the constant 
activity their study. means frequent supplements, printed 7he the 
Committee Nomenclature has kept the public posted those the proposed changes which 
approved. the student who has watcht this series supplements, therefore, the new 
Check-List offers startling innovations this score. Since the classification and sequence 
employed the Third Edition practically the same used the Second, the only remaining 
really great point improvement the much more full and accurately exprest statements 
the ranges species. 

The adoption the modern method expressing animal distribution terms life zones 
leads conciseness statement not before achieved. And the interpolation colored map 
the Zones North America, compiled Hart Merriam and his assistants the Biologi- 
cal Survey, gives the reader unfamiliar with this method invaluable key the situation. 

recognized difficulty bild statement range consistent with all known facts and 
yet keep within the small space necessitated the practical limits hand-book. Loose 
statements the ranges species, given the appear relatively rare. few 
The range pinosus stated ‘‘Coast strip San Mateo and 
northern Monterey counties, There thus indication that the species just 
well known occupy suitable ground the intervening territory (Santa Cruz and Santa Clara 
counties). stated that Melospiza lincolni lincolni ‘‘winters from San Jacinto 
were not aware that the bird any our mountains. 

The breeding range Passerculus rostratus rostratus given but probably 
from about San Pedro, California, to’’ etc.; this most emphatically probable, the coastal 
localities southern California are well known have been pretty thoroly searcht without find- 
ing any conclusive evidence the breeding the species within the state. The breeding range 
species cannot considered establisht one two instances occurrence individual 
birds summer. 


‘ 


(continued page 177) 


1 Check-List | of | North American Birds | Prepared by a Committee | of the | American Ornithologists’ Union | 
Third edition (Revised) | — | Zoological Nomenclature is a means, not an end, of Zoological Science | — | New York | 
American Ornithologists’ Union | 1910; 8 vo., pp. 1-430, 2 maps. Price $2.50. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES AND NEWS 


The Editor quandary. Within the 
past three months has been roundly scored 
few persistent conservatives for his em- 
ployment simplified spelling the pages 
THE CONDOR. asserted that divert- 
ing the magazine for public exploitation 
personal whims; that doing this con- 
members the Cooper Ornithological Club, 
whom this magazine belongs; that simplified 
ers render otherwise pleasing magazine 
actual eyesore (!); and finally that 
would only consult the wishes his constitu- 
ents there dout but would 
compelled reinstate old-fashioned spelling. 

the other hand will remembered 
that the present Editor has alredy put this 
very question vote Cooper Club members 
(see vol. 1x, 1907, pp. and 112). vote 
simplified spelling! Furthermore have re- 
ceived quite many letters commendation 
for our adoption remonstrances against 
it. Our own personal feelings are strongly 
favor it; are convinced that sensi- 
ble reform the direction economy and 
consistency, and that its universal adoption 
only matter time. Why not little 
ahead the trend improvement, contribut- 
ing its advancement, rather than the rear, 
retarding 


The arguments put forth against simplified 
spelling, far have heard them, are 
weak pitiful. The reasons for its 
adoption are overwhelming. any our 
readers are not familiar with the latter, 
authorized list simplifications, and other lit- 
erature relating the movement will fur- 
nisht gratis upon application the Simplified 
Spelling Board, Madison Avenue, New York 
City. 

Now, order placate our militant remon- 
strants, and give opportunity those favor- 
able progress again state their preferences 
this matter, propose invite expres- 
sion opinion vote, and hereby affirm 
that will bide the majority decision, 
whichever way turns, beginning with the 
first issue volume (January, 1911). 

Write postal card Spelling, 
name, and mail the Editor THE 
Museum Vertebrate Zoology, Berkeley, Cali- 
fornia. Voting will ended December 10, 
1910, thus giving over two months for consid- 
eration the part those who wish famil- 
iarize themselves with the proposition. 

course only votes Cooper Club members 
will considered. With over 300 members, 
and voting being mail, there should bea 
very large response, much more significant 
the Club’s wishes than the vote were 
restricted those present ata meeting. The 
result will announced our January issue. 

repeat, the Editor that will 
authorized simplified spelling; but 
the reverse happens, agrees defer meekly 
the will the majority, and thenceforth 
conduct our magazine accordingly. This is, 
sure, magazine ornithology, and not 
etymology orthografy. Mode spell- 
ing may not appear very closely related its 
field. But ultimate success undertaking 
often depends upon score incidentals not 
less than upon the main issue. Progress, im- 
provement, reform, are the air. 


Division the Cooper Club the Fresno dis- 
trict California. There are alredy enuf Club 
members that region ensure beginning. 
But course desired that the 
initial gathering possible. those inter- 
ested will please write Mr. John Tyler, 
Avenue, Fresno, stating their 
views how and where such organization 
may best effected. 


Under the direction Professor C.F. Hodge, 
Clark University, Worcester, Massachusetts, 
organized efforts have been made the past two 
seasons toascertain whether the Passenger 
Pigeon still exists. Large rewards were offered, 
aggregating over $1000.00, solely for information 
location undisturbed nestings, that 
steps might taken, any such were 
ered, secure safety and perpetuation the 
free, wild pigeon. regret say that 
July 1910, authenticated case had been 
reported. Several from Cali- 
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fornia, Oregon and Washington, might have 
been expected proved based our Band- 
tailed Pigeon. far known the Passen- 
ger Pigeon never occurred west the Rocky 
Mountains. appears now wholly ex- 
tinct everywhere. 


PUBLICATIONS REVIEWED 
(continued from page 175) 


object such statement this, under 
Priofinus cinereus: once off coast 
California.’’ record’’, would have been 
the latter phrase implies limitations 
rather upon ourown knowledge. ‘‘Accidental’’ 
unwarranted assumption what many 
cases proves untrue, when species, 
previously unknown, upon closer observation, 
regular occurrence within the region under 
consideration. Then, unusual visitant 
may make its appearance under circumstances 
quite apart from any accident. term not 
well-chosen one. 

the matter classification, have 
extremely regrettable that new classification, 
based Gadow, which, are informed 
the Preface, Ridgway and Stejneger had 
taken prepare for this Edition, was not 
finally adopted and installed 
the classification and sequence that the 
original Check-List, issued years 
ago! 

Ornithology wonderfully fortunate that 
offers field plesurable interest the 
amateur scientist, whose numbers increase year 
year. rejoice this. the same 
time there clearly thretened the danger that 
the serious science itself will suffer. This 
appears all the more imminent when its few 
trained and professional constituents begin 
defer popular (amateur) preferences. 
lookt from other fields 
science representative body, expected 
its publications present the very latest 
results ornithological research. The com- 
mittee admits that the modern system 
classification, adopted most the standard 
ornithological works today, desirable; yet 
adheres the system years ago be- 
cause feared While any sys- 
tem, any period, may expected and hoped 
change, knowledge increases, certain- 
due amateurs and professional students 
all fields alike that authoritative treatises, such 
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respects up-to-date exposition its subject. 

the statuses species and subspecies 
rank the lesser differentiated forms. 
extreme example ‘‘7hryomanes 
San Clemente Island. Why not 
bewicki leucophrys, and thus unify the treat- 
ment all the various isolated forms inhab- 
iting the Santa Barbara islands? 
there regularly-adhered-to criterion for 
subspecific status. following: 
culus beldingi and Passerculus sandwichensis 
Junco hyemalis oreganus, and bairdi; 
Corvus caurinus and Corvus brachyrhynchos 
hesperis; Creciscus jamaicensis and Creciscus 
coturniculus; Rallus levipes and Rallus obsolet- 
us; maritima maritima, 
tella maritima and mari- 
tephrocotis tephrocotis and Leucos- 
ticte tephrocotis littoralis. After all, consist-. 
ency this regard attainable until return 
the old-fashioned but non-ambiguous pure 
binomial system nomenclature? are 
cases where revive former usage 
reality step forward. 

Referring now the employment vernac- 
ular names, are disappointed observe 
that the useless possessive retained 
sonal names. For instance, are again forced 
read Tanager’’, insted the more 
euphonious Cooper Tanager; 
Song for Samuels Song 
Sparrow. would seem that here, the 
matter vernacular names, the convenience 
and preferences the majority popular bird- 
students might have been consulted better 
purpose than the system classification 
adopted. 

Then, too, might have well 
mitted call our California Condor that 
name insted California Inter- 
mediate Sparrow insted Spar- 
row; Sierra Junco insted Junco; 
Western Kingbird insted ‘‘Arkansas’’ King- 
bird; Tawny Creeper insted 
Creeper; Spurred Towhee insted 
Towhee, and Mountain Towhee insted 
Towhee. still more flagrant case 
the retention ‘‘House Finch’’ against 
California Linnet, even tho the latter had been 
announced 1909, 303)as chosen. 

distinctly unhappy error seems have 
been committed not providing subspecies 
with separate qualifying terms. For instance, 
there Song Sparrow (for melodia 
melodia), Desert Song Sparrow (for 
Mountain Song Sparrow, etc.; Blue- 
bird, Azure Bluebird, Western Bluebird, 
Crow, Florida Crow, Western Crow, etc.; Gold- 
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finch, Pale Goldfinch, Willow Goldfinch, 
just tho the first race described (usually 
eastern) was species and the rest 
species This latter not uncommon 
popular notion, but course wholly falla- 
cious. Again, are confronted with ‘‘Red- 
winged Blackbird’’ for Agelaius phoeniceus 
phoeniceus, while all the other subspecies and 
species are variously qualified 
Wouldn’t have been better have called the 
first, Eastern Red-wing, Eastern Bluebird, 
Eastern Song Sparrow, etc.? 

Incidentally note much inconsistency 
the use hyphens and capital initials the 
vernacular names. instance: Bush-Tit, 
Tree-duck, Tree Swallow, Meadowlark; Catbird, 
Sage Hen, Surf-bird; Spoonbill, Rough-leg, 
Song Sparrow; Red-wing, Redhead; Pintail, 
Red-tail. 
errors are extremely few; fact have de- 
tected only five. 

will have been notist that the above criti- 
cisms largely appertain the Pacific Coast, 
with which portion North America the re- 
viewer happens most familiar. not 
inferred however that the same proportion 
criticisms could advanced with like 


for those portions the Check-List 


relating most closely eastern North America, 
for the very good reason that the personnel 
the Committee entirely the East! 

After all these criticisms, CONDOR readers 
may have come not unfairly the idea that 
the present reviewer either hypercritical 
harbors some particular grouch; but not 
aspire either undesirable state. have 
perhaps more reason welcome and put 
immediate use the new Check-List than the 
majority bird students. wish empha- 
size with all fervor that our belief the new 
Check-List immensely valuable thing 
have. 

recognize the fact that its completion has 
only been possible thru the combined efforts 
number altruistic men, who have been 
willing expend quantities time and effort 
undertaking which can bring com- 
mensurate credit each individual concerned. 
Let therefore acknowledge sincere apprecia- 
tion the Committee charge (Allen, Rich- 
mond, Brewster, Dwight, Ridgway 
and Stone), for their very material servis 
thus contributing the advancement 
ornithology. 

brought out the first paragraf this 
review, the new Check-List cannot rightly 
considered permanent standard. serves 
rather new basis most invaluable func- 
tion) enabling students North American 
birds start out afresh the more exact 
status the GRINNELL. 


XII 
MINUTES COOPER CLUB MEETINGS 
NORTHERN DIVISION 


FEBRUARY.—The regular monthly meeting 
the Northern Division the Cooper Ornith- 
ological Club was held the evening 
Saturday, February 12. the early part 
the evening the members attended 
con lecture Mr. Finley, delivered 
South Hall, the University California, 
under the auspices the Museum Vertebrate 
Zoology. Mr. Finley spoke his experiences 
the lake regions northern California and 
southern Oregon, illustrating the remarks with 
series beautiful and very interesting pic- 
tures dealing mostly with the water birds 
the region. interested and highly appreci- 
ative audience filled the room the limit 
its capacity. 

After the lecture the Cooper Club members 
present assembled the lecture room the 
Museum, where the meeting was called 
order the President. The minutes the 
January meeting were read, and accepted 
read. motion the Secretary was instructed 
cast the unanimous ballot all present, 
electing active membership the names 
presented the last meeting. 

The proposal Dr.J.A. Allen honorary 
membership the Cooper Club, which was 
brought forward the January meeting, was 
again read, and, motion duly seconded and 
carried, the same was past. Applications for 
membership from Joseph Sloanaker, Raisin, 
California, and Percy Judd, Chico, Califor- 
nia, both proposed Lee Chambers, were 
presented and laid over until the next meeting. 

After the business before the meeting had 
been disposed of, Mr. Finley exhibited large 
number his beautiful bird photographs, 
treat much appreciated those present. 

CARRIGER, 


MARCH.—The March meeting the Northern 
Division the Cooper Ornithological Club was 
heldon Saturday evening, March the lecture 
room the Museum Vertebrate Zoology, Ber- 
keley. meeting was called order 8:30 
P.M., with Senior Vice-president Rosewell Wheel- 
The minutes the last meeting 
were read, and read. motion 
the Secretary was instructed cast the unani- 
mous vote all present electing active 
membership Messrs. Sloanaker, and 
Percy Judd, which names were presented 
the last meeting. 

The resignation Miss Applegate Hay- 
wards was read and laid over till the next 
meeting. 


Sept., 1910 


The following applications were presented: 
Swarth; and the following Lee Chambers: 
Edward Walker, Paradox, Colorado; 
Gilbert Pearson, Greensboro, C.; 
Willard, Millis, Mass.; Taylor, Grass 
Valley, Calif.; Albert Frost, New York City; 
John Sage, Portland, Conn.; Chas. 
Batchelder, Cambridge, Mass.; Geo. Chas. 
Embody, Ithaca, Y.; Jno. Boyce, Juneau, 
Alaska; Suksdorf, Bingen, Wash.; Fred 
Spaulding, Lancaster, New 
Josiah Clark, Paterson, New Jersey; 
Goodwin, Provo, Utah; Unglish, Wat- 
sonville, Calif.; Ohlendorf, D., 
Chicago, 

circular letter from the American Bird 
Banding Association was read and placed file. 

Mr. Rosewell Wheeler called the attention 
the members the fact that the cases 
mounted birds presented the Club Mr. 
Frean Morcom were not properly cared for, 
and volunteered look them and have 
them placed the Oakland Museum where 
they would carefully protected. motion 
was made and carried that the birds 
secured and placed the Oakland Museum 
and receipt turned over the Secretary. 

Mr. Tracy presented very able paper 
dealing with the directive markings birds, 
and exhibited number skins clearly illus- 
trating his remarks. 

Mr. Tracy’s observations were made princi- 
pally the East and Asia Minor, and 
the talk about the birds the latter place 
proved very interesting those present. 
Among the notable birds that district Mr. 
Tracy mentioned species Nuthatch 
neumayert) that bilds nest similar the 
Cliff Swallow our country and places the 
same the side large rock.—H. 
CARRIGER, Secretary. 


May.—The May meeting the Northern 
Division was held the evening the 7th the 
Museum Vertebrate Zoology. Meeting was 
called order 8:15 with Mr. Swarth 
inthe chair. Minutes last meeting were 
read, and approved read. 

Resignation Miss Applegate Haywards, 
which was read the last meeting, was 
motion accepted. motion the Secretary 
was instructed cast the unanimous ballot 
those present electing active membership 
those whose names were presented the last 
meeting. 

The applications Messrs. Paul Griswold 
Howes, Stamford, Conn., Fleming, 
Toronto, Ont., and Miss Fisher, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., all proposed Mr. Lee Chambers, 
were read and laid over till the next meeting. 
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The Constitution The Pacific Association 
Scientific Societies, together with letter 
from Mr. Bowman, was read and Mr. Joseph 
Grinnell and Mr. Roswell Wheeler were ap- 
pointed committee represent the Cooper 
Club. 

Mr. Walter Taylor gave very interesting 
talk his trip into Nevada and showed some 
the birds taken the trip. Mr. Taylor 
showed set eggs the Red-shafted Flicker 
which had taken from nest hay stack; 
the lack trees caused the Flicker use this 
unusual place nesting site. also spoke 
finding Nuthatches the sage brush the 
Nevada deserts.—H. CARRIGER, 


July meeting the Cooper Orn- 
ithological Club was held the evening the 
9th the Research Room the Museum 
Vertebrate Zoology, Berkeley. Meeting was 
called order 8:30 with President 
Grinnell the chair. 

Mr. Loye Holmes Miller, who has for some 
time been working the fossil-bearing beds 
near Los Angeles gave very interesting 
lecture the work done there, illustrated with 
large number the birds that have been 
uneartht recently. 

the conclusion Mr. Miller’s lecture the 
regular business was taken and the minutes 
the last meeting were read and approved 
read, 

The application Mr. Tracy, proposed 
Mr. Grinnell, and Mr. Bangs, 
proposed Mr. Chambers were presented and 
laid over till the next meeting. 

motion was made and carried that the 
Secretary cast the unanimous ballot those 
present electing active membership Messrs. 
Fleming, Paul Griswold Howes and Miss 
Fisher, whose names were presented 
the last meeting. 

The resignation Mr. Otto Emerson which 
has been the table for some time was taken 
up, and the recommendation the commit- 
tee that called Mr. Emerson the same was, 
motion, accepted. 

letter from Mr. Bowman, chairman 
the Pacific Association Scientific Societies, 
was read and discust members present. 

The proposition invite meeting the 
held San Francisco during the 
World’s Fair 1915 was discust. 

The proposal elect Prof. Beal 
Honorary membership the Club, which had 
been previously presented, was brought before 
the meeting, and the same was carried 
ballot CARRIGER, Secre- 
tary. 


SEPTEMBER.—Meeting the Cooper Ornith- 
ological Club was held September 10, 1910, 
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the Museum Zoology, Berkeley. was 
called order 8:30 m., Grinnell pre- 
siding. Members present: Dr. Hart Mer- 
riam, Dr. Badé, Gifford, Grin- 
nell, Taylor; eight visitors. 

Mr. Grinnell gave paper the Avifauna 
the Colorado River, from Needles Yuma. 

Dr. C. Hart Merriam talkt very interestingly 
the Colorado River the vicinity Vegas 
Valley, Nevada. 

was moved and seconded that the Club 
entertain favorably Mr. Tyler’s proposition 
form central division the Club Fresno, 
accordance with the provisions the Con- 
stitution. After favorable discussion, the mo- 
tion was carried. 

Mr. Grinnell gave report the Committee 
the Pacific Association Scientific Societies. 
meeting the latter organization, thru dele- 
gates from eight societies, was held week 
ago. Mr. Grinnell reported signing articles 
charter membership for the Cooper Club. 
was moved that the action the Committee 
signing for the Club considerd ratified. 
Carried. 

The following names were proposed for mem- 
bership: H.C. Bryant, Berkeley, Stern, 
Berkeley, Tracy Storer, Oakland, and 
Coggins, San Francisco, all Taylor. 

The names laid over from the last meeting 
were read. was moved and carried that the 
secretary cast the unanimous ballot the Club 
electing these persons 
journed.—W. Sec’y pro tem. 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 


APRIL.—The April meeting the Southern 
Division the Cooper Club was held 
Thursday evening, April 28, 1910, Room 
City Hall, Los Angeles. 

President Morcom called the meeting 
order with the following members present: 
Messrs. Judson, Willett, Zahn, Robertson and 
Lelande. Mr. Lelande was selected 
temporary Secretary. The minutes the 
March meeting were read and approved. 

motion Mr. Willett, seconded Mr. 
Zahn and duly carried, the Secretary was in- 
structed cast the unanimous ballot those 
present, electing active membership Mr. 
Weber. 

communication from Harry Swarth was 
read, addrest the Secretary the Club, 
asking the Southern Division take its 
April meeting the matter joining the Pacific 
Association Scientific Societies. With the 
communication was enclosed copy the by- 
laws said Association. 

The following motion was made Mr. 
Willett and seconded Mr. Zahn and duly 
carried: That the President and Secretary take 
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such steps behalf the Southern Division 
necessary for the club become associated 
with the Pacific Association Scientific Socie- 
ties. 
After considerable discussion upon various 
bird questions, the meeting adjourned. 
LELANDE, Secretary pro tem. 


May.—The May meeting the Southern 
Division the Cooper Ornithological Club 
was held Room City Hall, Los Angeles, 
the 28th, with President Morcom the 
Chair, and the following 
Messrs. Snyder, Perez, Willett, Miller, Cham- 
bers, Alphonse and Antonin Jay, Zahn, Robert- 
son, Howard, Van Rossem, Blaine, Shepardson, 
Chamberlain and Lelande. 

There being objection, the President ap- 
pointed Mr. Secretary. 
The minutes the April meeting were read and 
approved. The application Ferris 
was read. motion Mr. Robertson, 
seconded Mr. Miller, and duly adopted, the 
action the Club taken the April meeting 
regard the Pacific Association Scientific 
Societies was rescinded, and further action 
the matter postponed until the June meeting. 

After considerable discussion over bird topics 
andtheproposed trip several members the 


Club the Channel Islands, the meeting 
adjourned.—HARRY LELANDE, 
Secretary. 


June meeting the Southern 
Division the Cooper Club was held 
Thursday evening, June 30, 1910, Room 
City Hall. The meeting was called order 
President Morcom, with the following mem- 
bers present: Messrs. Robertson, Linton, 
Lelande, Antonin Jay, Howard, Alphonse Jay, 
Davis, Kofahl, Willett, Osburn, Chambers, 
Roberts, Lowe, Zahn and Law. 

The minutes the May meeting were read 
and approved. motion Mr. Willett, 
seconded Mr. Howard, the Secretary was 
instructed cast the unanimous ballot those 
present, electing active membership Mr. 
Ferris. Application for membership 
proposed Hooper Bowles, was presented, 

motion Mr. Robertson, seconded 
Mr. Willett, and duly carried, the proposition 
with regard the Pacific Association 
Scientific Societies was laid the table pend- 
ing the receipt more information with re- 
gard purpose. 

most the members present were with 
one other the two expeditions the 
Channel Islands during the last month, very 
interesting description, with exhibition 
large number photographs pertinent those 
trips, followed. Adjourned.—J. Law, Secre- 
tary. 
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